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CORONAVIRUS (Covid-19)
Theatres 
between a rock 
and hard place

WHILE the reopening of cinemas, the-
atres, museums and libraries has now 
been allowed, those whose livelihoods 
depend on the functioning of these 
facilities will still not be able to survive 
due to the limitations involved. 

Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture 
Nathi Mthethwa approved the reopen-
ing of the facilities, including galleries 
and archives, on condition that they 
comply with measures to prevent and 
combat the spread of Covid19. 

According to the Disaster Man-
agement Act, the cultural spaces may 
operate provided only 50 people or 
less are allowed. 

Mthethwa’s directions include a 
restriction on operating hours, the 
provision of limited services, limited 
contact and a ceiling on the number 
of people visiting a venue. 

In addition, arts and cultural insti-
tutions have to submit their plans in 
writing within 14 days of the publica-
tion of the directions. 

“It’s completely premature and, 
sadly, irresponsible. As much as we 
are longing to be back and open, for 
various reasons, the virus is spiralling 
and it is an inopportune time as people 
will not be going to the theatre so 
regularly. When we do eventually open 
we will conform to the restrictions and 
do what we can to follow the right pro-
cesses,” said Auto and General Theatre 
on the Square manager Daphne Kuhn.

“We hold the health and safety  
of staff, performers, musicians and 
the public in high esteem. It wouldn’t 
be viable in any case to open for just  
50 people.”

Meanwhile, Joburg Theatre has 
decided to postpone its Cinderella Pan-
tomime to next year.

Chief executive Xoliswa Nduneni-
Ngema said after assessing the associ-
ated risks, the practicality under the 
current restrictions was improbable.

“The protection of our audiences 
and staff members is of paramount 
importance. We can only hope that by 
late next year, Covid-19’s virus curve 
will be flattened or the virus will be 
completely eliminated.”

Janice Honeyman’s pantomime  
was to have been presented at the 
Nelson Mandela Theatre from October 
31 to December 20. 

“Under current Covid-19 gov-
ernment guidelines allowing for the  
reopening of theatres during this  
level 3 lockdown with an audience 
capacity of 50 persons or less and a 
limitation on performers and crew 
to a maximum of 15 persons, it had 
become completely impractical for 
the theatre to move forward with  
the pantomime.  

“It leaves a huge hole in my theatre 
year, and in the actors’, creative team 
members’ and, of course, the audi-
ences’ lives,” said Honeyman.  

“We’ve had such fun over so many 
years, but this year, for the safety of 
the public and ourselves, we’ll have 
to sacrifice that fun for the time being.  
It’s ultimately for the best.”

Former chief executive of the Mar-
ket Theatre, Ismail Mahomed, said a 
return to live theatre in 2020 may not 
happen at all.

“The cards on the table are clear 
that the productions will be an eco-
nomic loss. Audiences will not be com-
ing in their numbers to allow most 
productions to even break even. The 
successful return to theatres will start 
to happen only from March when the 
string of arts festivals commence with 
their 2021 editions.”

MPILETSO MOTUMI

Minister of Social Development may have to face a court battle

MINISTER of Social Development 
Lindiwe Zulu may face legal action 
following her statement that private 
nursery schools and early learning cen-
tres may only open once the depart-
ment has given the go-ahead.

“In her statement, the minister 
claims that nursery schools need to 
obtain approval or certification by the 
department before they may open. 
In terms of the recent court ruling, 
any private preschool that can open 
safely may do so,” Anton van der Bijl, 
Solidarity’s head of labour law services 
said.

The trade union said it considered 
the minister’s actions in this regard  
to be in contempt of the court’s rul-
ing. The union has sent a letter of 
demand to the department, in which 
the minister was asked to withdraw 
her remarks immediately and to allow 

schools to open.
Marisa Engelbrecht, of the union’s 

occupational guild for social workers 
section, told Pretoria News they had 
been inundated with calls from the 
owners of private nursery schools and 
early learning centres – left confused as 
to whether they could reopen without 
certification from the department.

Judge Hans Fabricius said in his 
judgment that all private preschool 
institutions, offering Grade R and 
lower, may open, provided they have 
adequate safety measures against 
Covid-19.

Engelbrecht said nowhere in the 
judgment does it say the department 
first had to issue a certification of read-
iness before these schools could open.

She also questioned how the 
department was able to access more 
than 29 000 of these nursery schools 
across the country. 

Engelbrecht also pointed out the 
minister never gave her input during 

the urgent application brought by the 
union to have private nursery schools 
open their doors if they were in a 
position to do so.

“Why is she now prescribing what 
should happen before they are able to 
open?” she asked.

Van der Bijl meanwhile said if the 
minister was found guilty of contempt 
of the court order, by hindering the 
preschools from opening, the minis-
ter’s actions can incur a prison sen-
tence for herself. 

Judge Fabricius last week over-
turned governments’ regulations that 
these institutions remained closed 
under lockdown level 3.

The minister never filed any court 
papers in her opposition to the case, 
while her Basic Education and Coop-
erative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs counterparts said they would 
abide the court ruling.

Judge Fabricius said in a case 
involving the lives of millions of South 
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African children, this conduct of gov-
ernment was unacceptable. He said 
he was left to decide on an important 
judgment without any input from the 
government’s side.

Madam & Eve

1401 Feared Mongol warlord Tamerlane 
(Timur) destroys Baghdad, killing 20 000 
people, forming flaming pyramids of burning 
heads around the city.
1877 The first Wimbledon tennis 
championships begins.
1893 George Cato (79), Natal pioneer and 
first mayor of Durban, dies.
1893 Daniel Hale Williams performs the first 
successful open-heart surgery in the  US – 
but without anaesthesia.
1917 The British battleship HMS Vanguard 
explodes at Scapa Flow, killing 804 sailors.
1922 Johnny Weissmuller swims the 100m 
freestyle in 58.6 seconds, breaking the world 
record and the ‘minute barrier’.
1943 The Allied invasion of Sicily begins, 
involving many thousands of South Africans, 
eventually leading to the downfall of 
Mussolini. The invasion forces Hitler to break 
off the Battle of Kursk with the Soviets.
1944 America takes Saipan, bringing Japan 
within range of B-29 raids, and causing the 
downfall of the Tojo government.
1959 An RAF Valiant sets a record for the 
London-Cape Town flight of 11 hours, 27 
minutes.
1982 Pan Am Flight 759 crashes in Kenner, 
Louisiana, killing all 145 people on board and 
eight others on the ground.
1987 Sixty-one whites, mainly from the 
Afrikaans community, meet the ANC in Dakar, 
in search of an end to apartheid.
1991 Suspended since 1964, SA rejoins the 
International Olympic Committee.
1995 The Sri Lankan Air Force bombs a 
church, killing 125 Tamil civilian refugees.
1995 Ex-Police Commissioner Johan van der 
Merwe implicates Deputy President FW de 
Klerk in a ‘dirty tricks’ campaign against the 
ANC before the 1994 election.
2002 The AU, with Thabo Mbeki as its 
chairman, is formed in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
replacing the Organisation of African Unity.
2006 An Airbus A310 passenger jet veers off 
the runway at Irkutsk, Siberia, with the crash 
killing 125 people.
2017 Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
proclaims victory over Islamic State forces in 
Mosul.  |  THE HISTORIAN 
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POPULAR CITIES & TOWNS
 Min | Max
Pretoria 9 | 22
Cape Town 10 | 16
Durban 13 | 27
Pietermaritzburg 9 | 26
Margate 15 | 26
Newcastle 6 | 20
Ladysmith 3 | 22
Upington 9 | 27
Port Elizabeth 15 | 29
East London 16 | 28
Kokstad 1 | 21
Bloemfontein 2 | 20

INTERNATIONAL TEMPERATURES

GAUTENG TODAY
Sunrise   06:56 Sunset   17:31
Humidity   50%   Wind: Gentle – NNW

WEATHER
GAUTENG

Harare 11 | 24
Abuja 23 | 29
Cairo 23 | 35
Jerusalem 15 | 29
Rome 21 | 33
Madrid 23 | 36
Paris 18 | 29
London 17 | 21
Berlin 13 | 19

Moscow 15 | 24
New Delhi 32 | 40
Beijing 23 | 29
Tokyo 18 | 26
Canberra 3 | 12
Wellington 6 | 9
Ottawa 20 | 31
Washington 23 | 33
Brasilia 17 | 28

Phases of the moon
Last quarter July 12
New moon July 20
First quarter July 27
Full moon August 3

Moonrise  21:39  |  Moonset  10:40

More forecasts, weatherSA.co.za

PRETORIA FIVE-DAY FORECAST
Friday Sunny 5 | 21
Saturday Sunny 2 | 15
Sunday Sunny 2 | 18
Monday Sunny 2 | 20
Tuesday Sunny 3 | 20

TODAY’S FORECAST
Partly cloudy

PRETORIA 9 | 22

Nzimande rules out prospects of completing academic calendar

HIGHER Education, Science and Inno-
vation Minister Dr Blade Nzimande 
has indicated that the academic cal-
endar for institutions would not be 
completed this year.

This is despite multiple efforts put 
in place to salvage the time lost due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Nzimande was yesterday hold-
ing a briefing on the latest measures 
being taken by his two departments 
in response to Covid-19 and other 
developments, including the phased 
return of students to campuses.

Nzimande said it was clear in 
terms of the reworking of the 2020 
academic calendar that it would only 
be completed next year due to the 
time already lost.

“This will mean a later start to 
the 2021 academic year for many 
students and a readjustment of the 
2021 academic calendar. We have 
been discussing with the Department 
of Basic Education to determine their 
plans on the coming to an end of the 
2020 school year,” Nzimande said.

He said this would result in delays 
for the admission and registration for 
matriculants who were planning to 

enrol at universities next year.
“This will require a change in 

the normal academic year to ensure 
that the 2021 academic year finishes 
within the 2021 calendar year.”

Nzimande said universities would 
only be allowed to return 33% of the 
student population back to campuses, 
on condition that they would be 
safely accommodated and supported 
in compliance with the health and 
safety protocols.

The students include postgraduate 
and final year students expected to 
graduate this year or in need of labo-
ratories and technical equipment and 

all students who require clinical train-
ing in their programmes provided 
there is sufficient space for them.

“All public universities have pro-
vided plans and are managing the per-
mits for identified students to return. 
Private higher education institutions 
have also provided plans. All our uni-
versities have provided dates for the 
planned return of students in line 
with their risk-adjusted strategy linked 
to the situation in their localities,” 
Nzimande said.

The staggered return of the speci-
fied group of students would start on 
July 17 and run until August 31.

SIVIWE FEKETHA

Duo’s three-month prison ordeal
Waste pickers arrested in April after venturing out trying to earn a living 

TWO waste pickers who “fell through 
the cracks” of the prison system are 
planning on instituting a civil claim 
for damages against the SAPS and the 
Department of Justice and Correc-
tional Services.

They spent three months in jail 
for the crime of venturing outside 
their squatter camp during national 
lockdown alert level 5. 

Justice Shabangu and George 
Mphotshe, waste pickers at Mush-
roomville camp near SuperSport Park 
Cricket Stadium in Centurion, said 
they were eternally grateful that Law-
yers for Human Rights managed to 
eventually get them freed.

Late on Tuesday, lawyer Louise du 
Plessis went to fetch the pair at the 
Kgosi Mampuru II Correctional Centre. 

Earlier in the day, a visibly angry 
judge of the Gauteng High Court, 
Pretoria had in no uncertain terms 
ordered the department to immedi-
ately free them from custody.

But, as the judge ordered the advo-
cate appearing for the department 
to release them “not tomorrow, but 
today”, he responded that the depart-
ment could not locate them.

By late on Tuesday, the department 
managed to locate them and allowed 
them to go free together with seven 
other people who were arrested at the 
same time in early April for venturing 
into the streets during lockdown.

Lawyers for Human rights were not 
aware of the other seven. Their crime 
was that they defied the lockdown 
regulations by walking around – a 
crime for which an admission of guilt 
fine is possible. 

Instead, the group were detained in 
prison, where the Covid-19 infections 
are steadily rising by the day.

Shabangu yesterday said he was 
unaware of the confusion as to their 
whereabouts in prison.  “I have no 
idea why this was. We were just there 
all the time.”

Lawyers for Human Rights 
launched urgent court proceedings to 

have the two freed.
The department admitted in papers 

that they were in jail and were brought 
before a court within the 48-hour 
period as stipulated by the law. How-
ever, they were not given bail as their 
personal details still had to be verified.

The pair yesterday told the Pretoria 
News that it was a harrowing experi-
ence. “We were about 48 people in a 
small cell, and we all slept on the floor 
with one blanket each,” they said.

“It was a terrible experience. We 
are not criminals; we just tried to 
gather some waste to sell to make some 
money for food. That was our crime,” 
Shabangu said.

To make matters worse, he said, 

an official demanded money for their 
“bail.” 

The poor community of Mush-
roomville managed to put R710 
together for their “bail”,  which was 
allegedly paid into the bank account 
of the official. They were still not freed.

Shabangu said apart from sleeping 
cold, he and his mate were terrified 
of being locked up in a congested cell 
together with alleged murderers and 
robbers. 

“But the worst to us was the pos-
sibility of contracting Covid-19. The 
prisoners were talking about the rising 
numbers, and there was nowhere we 
could escape being close to the other 
prisoners.”

His wife, Mamosioua Kao, first con-
tacted an organisation which assists 
the homeless after her husband did 
not come home on April 14.

He initially phoned her from the 
Sunnyside Police Station to tell her he 
was arrested. She did not hear from 
him for some time, after which he 
phoned her from prison to tell her 
where he was. 

He begged her to try and secure 
“bail money”, as he said a prison offi-
cial said they would then be allowed 
on bail.

Kao managed to get the money, but 
her husband remained in jail.

Lawyers for Human Rights are now 
set on instituting a damages claim.
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WASTE pickers Justice Shabangu and George Mphotshe are back at their Mushroomville “home” after being arrested in April for breaking 
lockdown rules.  |  ZELDA VENTER
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